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of the Bantu, the relation of the races and the attitude of the 
government to the natives, there are adequately set forth the race 
problem in that part of the world and the effort toward its solution 
as expressed in such strivings of the natives as the Bantu National 
Congress and the Bantu Press. There is, moreover, the reaction 
of an intelligent native of Africa to the impressions made upon 
him hy the European civilization there implanted. 

The author does not seem to be very hopeful. On the whole, 
the ring of the book is rather pessimistic. Yet he mentions intel- 
lectual possibilities as well as impossibilities, bright prospects for 
religious developments as well as an unfavorable religious outlook, 
social and economic prospects favorable and unfavorable, and 
finally the hope that relations between the races may be amicably 
adjusted so as to secure to the black and white the privileges of a 
common government. 

An American History. By Davis Saville Muzzey, Ph.D. Revised 

edition. New York, Ginn and Company, 1920. Pp. 537. 

This new edition of the author's former work brings the narra- 
tive down to the spring months of the year 1920. The author has 
entirely recast that part of the book following the Spanish war and 
has made considerable changes in the preceding chapters to empha- 
size the social and economic factors in our history. Some illustra- 
tive material has been added, the maps have been improved and the 
bibliographical references brought down to date. 

This book follows the line of the most recent writers of Ameri- 
can history in giving less attention to the problems of the early 
periods to treat somewhat in detail movements culminating in our 
day. It does not contain so much about the discovery and explora- 
tion of the new world and gives only limited space to colonial his- 
tory. The treatment of the birth of the nation, the development of 
the Constitution and the rise of political parties, is more interesting. 
The author is more elaborate in his discussion of the sectional 
struggle between the North and South, the crisis of disunion and 
the Civil War. The drama of reconstruction, however, is decidedly 
neglected; but the problems confronting the people thereafter are 
more extensively treated. 

When a reader in quest of the truth has read this text-book of 
American History, however, he will be compelled to ask the question 
as to why there appears throughout this volume references to the 
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achievements of all groups influencing the history of this country, 
and there is no mention whatever of what the Negroes, constituting 
a tenth of the population of the United States, have thought and 
felt and done. It is unreasonable to think that such a large element 
of the nation could be so closely connected with it without having 
decidedly influenced the shaping of its destiny, and history shows 
that the record of the Negro race in the western hemisphere is so 
creditable and far-reaching that it is impossible to write the history 
of the United States and omit the achievements of this group. 
Professor Muzzey's American History, therefore, is not a balanced 
and unprejudiced account of the rise and progress of the United 
States, but such a treatise as he believes that the American mind 
will absorb, and such a story as conforms with the biased minds of 
pseudo-American historians who do not desire to publish to posterity 
the achievements of all the people of this country. 

The Annual Report of the American Historical Association for the 
Year 1918, Volume II. The Autobiography of Martin Van 
Buren. By John C. Fitzpatrick. Washington, 1920. Pp. 
808. 

This autobiography of Martin Van Buren was presented to the 
Library of Congress by Mrs. Smith Thompson Van Buren in 1905, 
at the same time when the Van Buren papers were presented to the 
Library. It is a manuscript copy in seven folio volumes, made by 
Smith Thompson Van Buren, the son and literary executor of the 
President, from Van Buren 's original draft. The editor reports 
that portions of Volumes VI and VII are in another hand and the 
last fifteen pages of the manuscript have many changes and correc- 
tions by Van Buren himself. A portion of the book was edited by 
Mr. Worthington C. Ford. The notes of Van Buren himself are 
distinguished by letters from the numbered notes of the editor of 
the work. 

A study of this manuscript leads the editor of this work to the 
conclusion that it is written ' ' with engaging frankness, and the in- 
sight it afforded to the mental processes of a master politician is 
deeply interesting." Van Buren 's desire to be scrupulously fair in 
his estimates is evident, and if he did not always succeed, his fail- 
ures are not discreditable. Mr. Fitzpatrick does not believe that 
the autobiography compels a revision of established historical judg- 
ments, although it ' ' presents authority for much in our political 



